
A Halloween Tradition by Helen Berns 
Join your Sumner neighbors at the annual SCA Halloween parade 
and party and see your dues money at work! Those of you who are 
new to Sumner are in for a treat. Hundreds of our youngest 
residents gather at the circle at Nahant and Overlea to admire 
each other’s costumes and to join the parade which starts moving 
at 5:45pm. Children and parents walk about two blocks to 
Rockmere Court where they will be greeted with glowsticks, 
donut holes and drinks. This is where the trick or treating begins. 
Rockmere Court cul-de-sac residents pass out candy to over 250 
trick or treaters a year and we are grateful to them for hosting the 
event for more than 30 years, and in particular to Dale Clayton-
Morris and Robin Durston for their years of service making 
Halloween night a magical one.  This year Emily and Hal Brands 
along with their two children Henry and Annabelle will be 
leading the parade. Marsha Barnes, Nancy Klothe, Leticia Santos, 
Liz Feldman and myself (all of whom live on Brookeway Drive) 
will be your hosts at the party. Come and join the fun!
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Halloween parade 
and party 

October, 31st 2017, meet at 
the circle at Nahant and 
Overlea; the parade which 
starts moving at 5:45pm.  

Do’s 

• Do trick or treat on other 
Sumner streets! 

• Do remember to have 
change handy for children trick 
or treating for UNICEF 

• Be polite and respectful – 
remember your pleases and 
thank yous! 

• Pass by houses that are dark, 
it means please do not disturb, 
or we’re out of candy! 

•  Leave some candy for your 
friends! 

Don’ts 

• Don’t jump out of the 
parade to trick or treat 

• Don’t trick or treat on 
Rockmere Court cul-de-sac 
after 8pm 

• Do not grab!
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President’s Letter Rich Lanfield 
As the new President of the Sumner Citizens Association (SCA), 
this is my first contribution to the newsletter, a tradition we are 
reviving with this issue! Sumner is a vibrant and desirable 
community of about 550 houses. A few houses are still owned by 
the original families, who bought when the development was 
built in the 1950s. Some children now raise their own children in 
the same houses where they grew up. Others choose to live here 
because of the beauty of the neighborhood and its proximity to 
the District of Columbia and its many amenities. The vigor of the 
neighborhood is more than evident at our community parties. 
Last month, the SCA sponsored a block party in Rockmere 
Court, organized by Sumner resident Royce Murray (thank you 
Royce!). We had a large, spirited turnout of adults and children 
(and canine family members) for socializing, games and a ride for 
youngsters, and goodies to eat.  When I left about a half hour 
before the party was to end, the Court was still full of families 
and spirit.  On Halloween, the SCA will again sponsor a block 
party, starting with a parade. Don’t miss it!  

The SCA is actively engaged in preserving the quality of 
this neighborhood. Here are some of our activities:

• We sponsor and manage a listserv for Sumner residents to 
be able to readily to communicate with each other.  

• We are publishing a directory of Sumner residents. 
• We monitor government actions that we believe will 

impact the quality of life in Sumner e.g., development 
activities at Westbard, the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s (FAA) flight patterns for planes taking off 
from and landing at Reagan National Airport, and the 
construction of the Intelligence Community Campus-
Bethesda (ICC-B), which has been the subject of a lot of 
SCA actions to address the impact of additional traffic to 
storm water management. 

The Board of Directors wants to help you enjoy Sumner to the 
fullest.  But we need your help! Tell us your ideas about what we 
need to do and what we need to change. Volunteer to help on 
some of our projects. Let us know if you would like to become a 
member of the Board. Tell us about problems you perceive.  
Become involved. Contact a member of the Board (see left). 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Your Board: 

Officers 
President: Rich Landfield; 
rlandfield4162@gmail.com  
Secretary: Louise Assem; 
louiseassem@hotmail.com  
Treasurer (and Website): Endre 
Esztergomi; 
eesztergomi@hotmail.com   

At Large Members 
Donna Collins; 
donnafey.collins@verizon.net  
Royce Murray; 
roycemurray@gmail.com   
Marsha Barnes; 
vangebarnes@yahoo.com  
Helen Berns; brookeway@gmail.com  
Bobby Lipman (and Listserv);  
bobbylipman@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs Reports 
Crime: Neda Ghassabeh; 
nedag85@yahoo.com  
Directory: Hope Hare; 
hope.hare@verizon.net  
Garden Club Liaison: Lisa Grove; 
lisagrove26@gmail.com  
Halloween: Helen Berns; 
brookeway@gmail.com  
Newcomers: Donna Stern; 
donnastern53@gmail.com  
Traffic Circle Maintenance: Betty 
Parker; terranova8@aol.com; 
MarySue Johnson; 
johnson.marysue@gmail.com 
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Sumner Garden Club 
Celebrates 60 Years by 

Lisa Grove 

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the 
Sumner Garden Club! The Club, still going strong 
with close to 60 members, has been gardening, 
giving, and gaining knowledge for nearly as long as 
the neighborhood has had houses. The Club 
meets monthly on Tuesday mornings, with a break 
during the summer. We meet in members’ houses 
and share making lunch on a rotating committee 
basis. 

The year’s program includes speakers, 
trips, and community service. Speakers have 
included a Montgomery County invasive plant 
specialist, experts on perennials and roses, and 
authors. Last year, we visited Oatlands Plantation, 
in Leesburg, VA, where we toured the house and 
grounds with the head gardener. Oatlands claims 
the first and oldest greenhouse in the US! 

Community service includes making 
bouquets for the trays of seniors who get meals on 
wheels, seasonal wreath making for Strathmore 
Hall, and helping the National Cathedral’s white 
elephant sale for Mayfair. The Club also donates 
to local garden-related causes. 

In addition, as mentioned elsewhere in 
this newsletter, the Garden Club designs, plants 
and manages the entry islands into the Sumner 
neighborhood. The Club is a member of the 
National Capital Area Garden Club and many 
members participate in regional events. There is 
even a bridge club made up of members! 

The Sumner Garden Club will be writing a 
regular column for the Sumner Newsletter, so stay 
tuned for useful information, tips and advice! For 
Sumner Garden Club membership information, 
please contact Linda Heinecke (lindah@930.com) 
or Victoria Corno (vtcorno@aol.com). 

Sumner Entryway 
and Circles – Who 
Does What? By Lisa Grove 

Ever wondered how the garden magic happens in 
our neighborhood? Who makes the decisions and 
who pays? 

There are two distinct efforts, the 
entryway islands at Massachusetts Avenue and 
Fort Sumner Drive, and the traffic circles. These 
are managed and paid for differently.

The entry islands were originally taken 
care of by WC&AN Miller when Sumner was 
developed. After some time, originally with 
financial support from Miller, the Sumner Garden 
Club stepped in to manage the islands. They 
continue to this day, creating the perennial garden 
that you enjoy as you enter the neighborhood. 
Included in the collection are plants dedicated to 
former garden club members such as the most 
recent addition of peonies planted in memory of 
longtime Sumner resident and garden club 
member Mary Lou Semans.

The Sumner Garden Club has three 
committee members dedicated to the islands, 
planning, contracting the landscapers and 
irrigation companies, and planting. The Club, 
through dues and fundraising, pays about one 
third of the cost of this garden. The remainder of 
the cost is covered by a generous donation by the 
Sumner Citizen Association.

The six traffic circles, are managed by the 
Sumner Citizen Association. These circles were 
put in for traffic suppression about 25 years ago. 
As part of the planning it was essential to the 
neighbors that they be aesthetic and so the 
Association committed to their landscaping and 
maintenance. There are two committee chairs 
who manage the circles. They contract the 
landscapers, manage the tree and shrub 
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maintenance, attend to repairs, and with recruited 
volunteers they plant, weed and water. This year, a 
number of diseased yew shrubs were replaced. 
This same committee has spruced up the entry at 
Overlea and Sangamore Roads. If you live on a 
circle the committee would appreciate help with 
watering (contact Mary Sue Johnson or Betty 
Parker.)

Knowing how these gardens are supported 
by the Garden Club and the Citizen’s Association 
adds to the magic of their beauty, our enjoyment, 
and our appreciation of the volunteers and 
contributors who make them happen year after 
year.

Airplane noise by Marsha Barnes  
Lawnmowers, laughing children, airplanes, dogs, 
leaf blowers, these have been part of the 
background noise in our community for as long as 
most can remember. However, a couple of years 
ago many residents began to notice a dramatic 
increase in airplane noise. There are a number of 
contributing factors, one of which was expansion 
of the perimeter, which used to restrict flights to 
and from Reagan-National to a certain radius, i.e., 
east of the Mississippi. As a result more flights are 
using the airport. The newer, bigger planes are 
rated as less noisy, so the noise abatement 
restrictions that many of us thought were a 
curfew seem to be pretty much a thing of the 
past. More recently the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) shifted the north bound 
flight path to the east without any prior 
notification of Maryland authorities. Additionally 
the FAA is moving to implement NextGEN 
across the country, which is designed to move 
flights from radar control to a GPS system and 
narrow the flight paths, altering the heights for 
approach. This is reportedly designed to save fuel 
and permit airports to get greater use of their 
runways, permitting more flights.  A recent 

MITRE Corporation study found fuel savings to 
be minimal.

A year ago, communities in Montgomery 
County set up the Montgomery County Quiet 
Skies Coalition  (MCQSC)  to work with all 
parties to ameliorate the situation. Some twenty-
nine neighborhoods, including Sumner, belong to 
the Coalition. (Sumner is regularly represented at 
the monthly meetings.) This is one of a myriad of 
groups around the country which have been set 
up to challenge the FAA to address the increases 
in airplane noise. The City of Phoenix sued the 
FAA and the Judge found fault with FAA actions 
(the Court decision was distributed on the list 
serve). There is a suit initiated by a group in DC 
that includes Georgetown University. The 
MCQSC has met with County leaders, state 
officials and members of the Congressional 
delegation. The Montgomery County Council has 
authorized the County attorney to consult with a 
law firm that has handled the suits against the 
FAA. Governor Hogan has asked the Attorney 
General to initiate a lawsuit against the FAA.  

Airplane noise will always be part of the 
background noise in Sumner. However, it is the 
goal of MSQSC to find a way to make it less 
constant and to try and limit those 5:20 a.m. or 
1:30 a.m. flights, that some residents find so 
disrupting. 

SaveWestbard 
Update by Brian and Helen Berns 
For those of you unfamiliar with what 
SaveWestbard is all about, please go to 
www.savewestbard.org to read about the history 
of the case, to find many links to various 
pertinent articles, and to donate online.  In a 
nutshell, we all want a new shopping center on 
Westbard Avenue. SaveWestbard is fighting the 
excessive development that the Montgomery 
County Council is trying to force on our 
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community, which will overcrowd our schools and 
congest our roads. Their attitude is anything 
inside the beltway is urban not suburban. They do 
not care that they will destroy the integrity of 
what we think of as our neighborhood. We will be 
left with a canyon style road that is bigger and 
denser than Friendship Heights. We do not have a 
Metro stop to support the destination shopping 
center the Montgomery County Council 
envisions. We deserve development that fits the 
Westbard neighborhoods, not something that will 
dwarf us. SaveWestbard filed a lawsuit against the 
Montgomery County Council, the developer 
Regency Centers and the county Housing 
Opportunities Commision (HOC). The 
defendants filed a motion to dismiss and for 
summary judgment. The plaintiffs also asked for 
summary judgment. Judge Richard Jordan heard 
arguments from all sides at a hearing on August 
16th, 2017, and said he would make a quick 
judgment, but we are all still waiting. The trial was 
originally supposed to begin on Oct. 2, but the 
judge has requested more time to issue his 
decision and a new trial date of January 22nd, 2018 
has been set. 

The SCA donated $5000 to the Westbard 
Legal Fund at the end of 2016. Several 
neighborhoods followed our lead and also donated 
to the legal fund. Many individuals have also 
donated.  If you would like to donate please do so 
via the website. All donations go directly to 
SaveWestbard’s lawyer Michele Rosenfeld.

In a related matter, mediation talks 
between the county and the Macedonia Baptist 
Church have broken down. At stake is the fate of 
the land along Westbard Ave. that is believed to 
have once been an African American cemetery. 
The church is asking for an archaeological survey 
to locate the cemetery more precisely and 
eventually hopes to build a museum/memorial on 
the site.

With Purple Line construction now 
underway, there is speculation that it may one day 
extend past downtown Bethesda along the Capital 
Crescent Trail to a stop in Westbard. Decisions 
made about Westbard have the potential to affect 
the quality of life in Sumner for decades to come.

Little Falls Village is 
Growing Todd Smith, Executive Director  
I’m frequently asked “how’s Little Falls Village 
doing?” It’s a question easily answered. “Great!”, is 
my normal response. We are meeting our mission 
of providing programs and services to help our 
aging neighbors remain independent in their own 
homes. During the first nine months of the year, 
Little Falls Village volunteers spent more than 580 
hours and handled 268 requests for such 
assistance. While most requests involved rides to 
and from an appointment or event, one or two 
requests stood out; one Villager had never missed 
a year getting the six bird houses in her back yard 
ready for winter so non-migrating birds would 
have a warm place to stay. The time came when 
she couldn’t do that anymore, so she asked for 
help. As a volunteer, it’s a good feeling to know 
you’ve helped someone maintain an important 
personal tradition. In this case, you could feel her 
satisfaction and see a smile on her face because 
she knew she hadn’t failed. 

On the event and program side we had 88 
activities in the first ten months of the year with 
more than 300 participants, including Village 
members and non-members. Our Ice cream social 
is always one of our biggest events, but on average  
groups are smaller, e.g., for our educational 
programs at the library, social activities, or trips to 
museums, plays, and concerts. There’s always 
something for everyone.

Little Falls Village just celebrated its fifth 
anniversary and we’re looking ahead. I had a 
chance to have coffee with Rich Landfield, your 
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neighborhood association president, recently, 
where we talked about ways we might collaborate. 
I’m doing the same with other neighborhood 
leaders with a goal of developing a plan to grow 
the village in ways that can benefit not only 
seniors, but other generations as well. We’re just 
getting started and I’d like to form a group to 
explore good ideas to help shape this community 
building effort. Don’t be bashful. Let me know 
you’d like to help in some way.  Call me at 
301-320-3267 or email me at: 
info@littlefallsvillage.org

Be a good neighbor! 
As a courtesy to your neighbors and 

visitors to our community, let’s remember three 
simple courtesies:  First, during the winter, shovel 
the walk in front of your house (if you have one).  
Not only is this courteous and helpful to walkers, 
it is the law.  Second, pick up your dog’s poop.  
Again, this is courteous and respectful of your 
neighbors and your neighbors’ property.  Third, 
after trash pickup, take the trash bins and 
recycling bins off the street and put them in your 
garage or on your driveway out of sight.
Thanks so much for being a good neighbor. 

How to join SCA via 
the website 
Proceed to the SCA website or click on this link 
http://sca.wildapricot.org. Click on the "Join Us" 
page and follow prompts. Note that the website is 
being updated and will soon contain the updated 
Sumner Directory. 

How to join Sumner 
ListServ  
Go to www.yahoogroups.com and sign up for a 
yahoo account if you do not have one. It simply 
allows you to get on to yahoo groups. If you do 

not already have a yahoo account, you will register 
as a new user and follow the directions to create a 
yahoo id and password. (This will NOT replace 
your regular email address. It can be linked 
directly to the email you are currently using.) You 
will fill out a short form including questions about 
how to retrieve your id and password should you 
forget them. If you already have a yahoo account, 
you are ready to add the Yahoo Group 
“SumnerWeb” to your account. Simply go to 
groups home page or www.groups.yahoo.com and 
search for 'sumnerweb' (no space) in the Find a 
Yahoo group bar. There you click Join this Group 
under the photo and follow the 3 steps to become 
a member. Please include your name and street 
address with your request. Note that you have the 
option of whether you would like to receive 
neighborhood messages individually as they are 
posted or once a day as a digest. To send emails to 
residents on the Listserv simply send an email to 
all Sumner residents by using your regular email 
account. When sending a new email to Sumner 
residents, type the following in the address 
sumnerweb@yahoogroups.com, type your 
message and hit send. 

Sumner Newcomers 
in 2016/17 
If you have recently moved to Sumner and have 
not received a welcome package, please contact 
Donna Stern (donnastern53@gmail.com) or
301-910-5956. 
2017
Robert & Krista Sweet 
4907 Ft Sumner Dr
Andrea & Dr. Karl-Heinz Seekatz 
5114 Marlyn Dr
Moreno Bertoldi & Hung Ying-Ying 
5121 Baltan Road
Gaspare & Ashley Pizzo 
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4904 Baltan Road
Samuel E. Farnum & Thalia Attinger 
5013 Ft Sumner Dr.

2016
Stephanie & Daniel Archuleta 
4916 Brookeway
Jennie & Owen Billman 
5003 Brookeway Dr.
Alysson Vogt & Matthew Blackwelder 
4903 Brookeway Dr
Allison & Fred Cristman 
5104 Nahant St
Sergio Diazgranados & Paola Vergara 
5005 Nahant St
Schuyler & Christopher Ford 
5006 Nahant Street
Taylor & Steve Harrison 
4804 Ft Sumner Drive
Rebecca Brown & Marc Liebermann 
5107 Nahant St
Hana Hausnerova & Asaf Nagler 
5004 Brookeway Drive
Michael Torrisi & Daphne Drassinower 
5604 Pioneer Ln.
Jessica & David Lowry 
4914 Brookeway Dr
Michelle & Kurt Moeller 
5114 Westpath Way
Hana Hausnerova & Asaf Nagler 
5004 Brookeway Dr
Rashmi & Savya Thakkar 
5512 Massachusetts Ave

Dues  
Dues may seem a dreary topic, but they enable us 
to take good care of our neighborhood’s needs 
and put on fun events that all of us can enjoy. Our 
fiscal year runs from September 1 through August 
31. Automated reminders were sent in August to 
all contacts on the Sumner website. If you haven’t 
receive one, please log in and update your email 

information or check your junk folder.  We’ll be 
sending out paper letter reminders starting in 
November with return envelopes. There are two 
easy ways to pay:
- Online via PayPal at http://sca.wildapricot.org/ 
(returning members can log in without 
reentering your information)

- Send a check, made out to SCA, to Endre 
Esztergomi/Treasurer, 5108 Marlyn Drive, 
Bethesda MD 20816.

Annual dues are $75 per household or $35 for 
retired/fixed income households. Please pay your 
dues soon so that we can keep track of our 
budget.
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