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President’s Letter  
Annual Meeting by Rich Landfield 
I hope to see many residents at our Annual Meeting, to be 
held at St. Dunstan’s Church on September 17. At the 
meeting we will elect officers and the board of directors, so 
not only will you participate in democracy in action, you will 
be treated to an update on the many activities we have been 
involved in during the past year and a discussion of future 
activities.

As a Board, we try to focus on ways to make Sumner a 
more meaningful community. We held a block party, a 
Halloween parade, and a street party in the spring, featuring 
a very talented juggler who had kids from age 3 to almost 80 
enthralled and waiting for one of the items being juggled to 
fall to the street. We worked hard to reinstate publication of 
the community directory and newsletter, both of which had 
not been done for several years. We continue to improve the 
website as a more useful communication tool, and manage 
the listserv. As you enter St. Dunstan’s you will see the 
beautiful plantings, the work of the Sumner Garden Club, 
which is financially supported by your Sumner Citizen’s 
Association (SCA) membership dues. The SCA also keeps 
the many circles weeded and planted with flowers.   

We hope these community-building activities and 
beautification efforts can continue to enhance Sumner as a 
place to live. I am so pleased when friends compliment the 
beauty of our neighborhood and when I hear about families 
who buy a house in Sumner because this is a real community 
with neighborly values, good schools, and good public 
services, not just another neighborhood of bricks and 
mortar dwellings.

We also pay attention to local and regional 
governments; how their activities impact our needs and how 
we live. For example, we have monitored the development 
proposals for Westbard, the construction and operation of 
the Intelligence Community Campus on Sangamore Road, 
and commercial airplane noise. We are concerned about cut-
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EVENTS 
SCA Annual 
meeting and social 

September, 17, 2018 at St. 
Dunstan’s Church. 
Wine and Cheese Social (SCA 
members only): 7:00pm. Annual 
Meeting (all residents): 7:45 pm

Sumner Block 
Party! 

September 22, 4.30-7.30pm (see 
page 3 for more details)

SCA – Join Now! 

Annual SCA dues are now due! 
$75 per household or $35 for 
retired/fixed income households.  
New members: Click on 
the "Join Us" page on the 
SCA website and follow 
prompts, or send a check, 
made out to SCA, to Endre 
Esztergomi/Treasurer, 5108 
Marlyn Drive, Bethesda 
MD 20816. 

Already a member? Pay 
online via PayPal (http://
sca.wildapricot.org/) or 
send a check to the above 
address.
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through traffic, the physical condition of the traffic circles, 
and the safety of our streets.

Years ago, when the Landfields moved to Sumner, at 
least once a year, the SCA held a cocktail party. It was a way 
for residents to socialize, get acquainted and to talk about 
issues that mattered to them. There was no program or 
agenda, other than enjoying the company of neighbors. We 
want to reinstitute those occasions, and as a first step, we 
are holding a wine and cheese social for SCA Members 
before the Annual Meeting (see page 1 “Events” for details). 
There is no charge (other than having paid Membership 
dues). I look forward to seeing many of you at St. Dunstan’s.

To the left is a list of contact details for current board 
members and our most active committee chairs. Please let 
us know your views and concerns! The listserv and website 
(http://sca.wildapricot.org) contain lots of information. 

Sumner Nature Watch! by Marsha 
Barnes 
Many Sumner residents have noticed an increase in the Red Fox 

population in the neighborhood. 
These handsome animals have 
been seen strolling down the 
streets, crossing folks’ yards, or 
just sunning themselves. Many 
people mistakenly think Red 
Foxes are nocturnal and the 
seeing them during daylight is 
cause for concern. Red foxes are 
diurnal, that is, active both day 

and night. Daytime activity increases when foxes are raising their 
young, typically April-June, as the demand for food increases 
necessitating additional foraging/hunting.  Apparently foxes also 
enjoy resting in sunny spots during the day. Foxes tend to be 
solitary. They are omnivores and their diets include rabbits, 
snakes, insects, birds, mice, berries and fruits. (I keep hoping they 
like chipmunks!) They often create dens in crawl spaces under 
decks or sheds and they like to repurpose groundhog burrows. 
Should a fox show absolutely no fear of humans, or become bold 
or aggressive, then concern is warranted. You might wish to 
report to 311 or to the Maryland Department of natural 
Resources Wildlife and Heritage Division 301 258-7308. 

How to join and use the 
Sumner Listserv  
Email sumnercitizenassociation@gmail.com with your Sumner 
address, your email address and phone number (including cell 
number). 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Your Board: 

Officers 

President: Rich Landfield; 
rlandfield4162@gmail.com  
Vice President: Donna Collins 
(and Spring Street Fair); 
donnafey.collins@verizon.net 
Secretary: Louise Assem; 
louiseassem@hotmail.com  
Treasurer (and Website): Endre 
Esztergomi; 
eesztergomi@hotmail.com   

At Large Members   

Marsha Barnes (and Spring Street 
Fair); vangebarnes@yahoo.com  
Helen Berns(and Westbard); 
brookeway@gmail.com  
Committee Chairs Reports 

Block Party: Royce Murray; 
roycemurray@gmail.com  
Crime: Neda Ghassabeh; 
nedag85@yahoo.com  
Directory: Hope Hare; 
hope.hare@verizon.net  
Garden Club Liaison: Lisa 
Grove; lisagrove26@gmail.com  
Halloween: Helen Berns; 
brookeway@gmail.com  
Newcomers: Donna Stern; 
donnastern53@gmail.com  
Traffic: Phil Wilcox; 
pcwilcox@comcast.net 
Traffic Circle Maintenance: Betty 
Parker; terranova8@aol.com; 
MarySue Johnson; 
johnson.marysue@gmail.com 
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Using the County 311 
Number by Donna Collins 

This past spring we had a large tree limb 
from a Montgomery County tree unexpectedly 
break off. The limb fell across the public sidewalk 
and came to rest just short of our front steps. This 
limb broke at 7:30 pm on a Friday night. After 
multiple calls to various county sites, we 
discovered some interesting information about 
making emergency and non-emergency calls. 
Fallen County trees (trees between sidewalks and 
the street), or large tree limbs from those trees, 
are not emergency situations unless they fall into 
the street or cause property damage. Blocking a 
sidewalk is not an emergency situation. If a tree 
or branch falls from a County-maintained 
property and blocks the road, the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Highway Services is 
responsible for its removal. If wires are involved, 
the local utility company should be contacted. If a 
tree or limb falls on a numbered route, then 
Maryland State Highway should be contacted at 
301-513-7300.

The non-emergency number for 
Montgomery County is 311, Mon-Fri 7 AM-7 
PM, with no service on holidays. If you need 
to call the non-emergency number and you 
are outside the County, the number to call is 
240-777-0311. The website for the non-
emergency number is www.MC311.com. This 
site is available 24/7.

The 311 number is designed as a 
Customer Service Center that is useful for 
non-emergency situations and is equipped to 
give information about Government services 
and other helpful contact information. Some 
of the information the 3-1-1 number will help 
you with are: Ride-On Bus schedules, your 
County property tax bill, trash pick-up, road 
repair, and Health and Human Services.

We did reach someone about our 
fallen tree limb the Monday morning after 
the limb fell. It was promptly taken care of 
the next day.

SCA Block Party! 
When: Saturday, September 22, 4:30-7:30PM
Where: 4900 block of Rockmere Court
What: Food trucks: organic Mexican food from 
Charrito Chili and back by popular demand, 
Captain Cookie and the Milkman! 
Also - fun activities for all ages:

• NEW THIS YEAR: AN AWESOME 
CLIMBING WALL!

• Bouncy House
• Bluegrass band
• Facepainting

At the party we’ll be collecting new stuffed 
animals for the Montgomery County Sheriff ’s 
Office for children who are victims of domestic 
violence. Please plan ahead to support this cause! 

We would love your help! Please email 
Royce Murray at roycebmurray@gmail.com if 
you'd like to help or have new ideas to suggest. 
The party is generously supported by SCA dues. 
All Sumner neighbors welcome!

Considering Solar 
Panels? by Marsha Barnes 

Three Sumner residents recently shared 
their solar panel experiences with the Newsletter. 
They were pleased with their experience, but 
caution that you will not reduce electricity bills by 
100%. One resident installed her panels in  2010,  
the others in 2016. Two noted that they had 
substantial reductions in electricity bills, but 
couldn’t provide a percentage as once the panels 
were installed, they had added electric vehicle 
charging to their electricity diet. In summer it is 
possible to generate enough electricity to send 
power to the grid and thus see a credit on bills. 

Two of the respondents worked with a 
solar co-operative to install panels and found this 
a good way to proceed. Kathryn Scott offered that 
it might be wise to consider a rental agreement. 
Molly Medlin and Carol Farris encourage 
homeowners to have a fix on the square footage of 
their homes. Carol suggested that having even 
one company come out and give you an estimate 
might be enough to let you know whether solar is 
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feasible for your situation. Molly offered that 
consulting multiple firms may be worthwhile, as 
some companies may be dismissive if you have 
trees, or no south-facing roof. She installed forty-
six panels on her east/west facing roof and kept 
her trees and each panel generates 300 watts. The 
respondents don’t have battery storage, yet, but 
anticipate even better results once they do.

While not exhaustive, the attached links 
provide some useful information: www.energy.gov/
savings/residential-renewable-energy-tax-credit
www.solar-estimate.org/solarpanels/maryland

The life and career of 
Sumner resident 
Joseph Spaniol by Marsha 
Barnes 

In January, 1958 Joseph Spaniol and his 
young family moved into their Sumner home. He, 
and his late wife Viola, raised their eight children 
here. The grandfather of eighteen still enjoys 
living in Sumner. Reflecting on the early days, he 
recalled that Sumner was viewed as a garden spot 
and attracted its share of prominent residents, 
including Ezra Taft Benson, President 
Eisenhower’s Secretary of Agriculture, Admiral 
Edward J. Fahey, head of the Bureau of Ships, and 
General Joseph May Swing, who was 
Commissioner of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. Massachusetts Avenue was 
only two lanes and Ft Sumner Drive ended at 
Pioneer Lane. Many of his neighbors in those days 
were military men, three colonels and an Admiral 
lived on his cul-de-sac where it was not unusual to 
have fifteen to twenty children at play. The fire on 
Little Falls creek occurred in his first year in 
Sumner and he said the smoke was so bad a 
neighbor loaded up his family and took them off 
to a hotel. 

Joe Spaniol served in the 86th Infantry, 
the Blackhawk Division, during World War II. 
His unit fought its way across Europe entering 
Austria in April of 1945. He was then transferred 
to the Philippines. After the war, the Ohio native 
earned a law degree from Case Western Reserve 
University. He came to Washington to pursue a 
masters degree in law at Georgetown intending to 

return to Cleveland to practice. Instead he joined 
the Administrative Office of the US Courts, 
which supports Article III Judges in over one 
hundred federal courts throughout the country.  It 
provides legal, budget, personnel, 
communications and administrative support. 

For a period during his career, Joe was 
responsible for legislative relations. He noted that 
if a piece of legislation was viewed favorably, he 
could generally line up a Federal Judge to testify 
before Congress. However, with a touch of 
humor, he noted that if the proposed legislation 
wasn’t viewed favorably, it often fell to him to 
testify. When the current system of US magistrate 
judges was introduced, he had a key role in its 
implementation. In some districts the new 
program, replacing US commissioners, was viewed 
with skepticism and concern about possible 
infringement of Judicial power, in others it was 
welcomed as an antidote to a heavy caseload. 
Getting the new system established had him 
crisscrossing the country for weeks. Joseph 
Spaniol was deputy director of the Administrative
Office of the US courts in 1985 when he left, after 
thirty-four years, to take up a new position as the  
18th Chief Clerk of the US Supreme Court, a 
position he held for six years. There is a C-Span 
video available on line in which he discusses the 
work of the Clerk. Far too discreet to opine on  
the current news about the Court, he clearly takes 
pride in having smoothed its work. There is 
something poetic about ending his career at the 
Supreme Court as that is where it began; the 
Administrative office of the US Courts  used to be 
housed with the Supreme Court. Looking for a 
job, he chanced going into the Court building to 
see if they might be hiring  any lawyers and the 
rest, as they say, is history. 

Between 2014-2017 at least eighty-nine 
houses in our neighborhood were sold and many 
young families moved in adding to the numbers of 
ghosts and goblins in the Halloween parade. How 
nice as Sumner renews itself that we also have 
long standing residents. If there are any HS 
students studying WWII, they could learn a great 
deal from a conversation with Joseph Spaniol and 
get a terrific geography lesson at the same time as 
he clearly recalls his unit’s advance across Europe. 
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